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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR, 
1 9 3 9. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  response  to .Circular  2067  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this 
report  on  the ’health  and  sanitary  conditions  for  the  year  ending 
December r 1939  is  brief.  ' 


In  September  we  received  i960  evacuees  from  Birmingham,  but 
although,  the • school  children  had  been  on  holiday  for  a month  they 
brought  no  infectious  disease  with  them.  We  only  suffered  from  the 
importation  of 'Scabies , Impetigo  and  bedwetters.  If  there  is  another 
Influx  we  hope  to  escape  from  the  first  two  as  the  children  will  this 
time  havp.  bee**  under  weekly  supervision. 


As  regards  infectious  diseases  in  the  area,  there  has  been  a slight 
epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fere  r and  also  a fair  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria. 

I regret  to  state  that  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  come 
more  of  less  to  a standstill. 


Of  the  28  infantile  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  9,  including 
quadruplets,  were  ascribed  to  prematurity, 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (Acres.)  • 11,771 

Registrar-General  * s estimate  of-- 

(a)  re.s.i.dent  population,  mid-1939  34,360 

■ • • '(b)  average  population  appropriate  to  the 

calculation  of  death  rates  34,800 

Number  of  inhabited  houses*  ' (end  of  1939)  according 
. . . • • to  the  rate,  books  10,592 

Rateable,  value’ * ‘ £182,398 

Sum  represented. by  a* penny' rate  4 £692 

’ ' ' . VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Rate  per  1,000 
* ' ' total 
population. 
Live  Still 
Births,  .Birins.* 


England  & Wales', 
Hinckley. 


15*0 

17*2 


0 • 59 
0'«  78 


Death  rate 
per  1,000- 
population. 

12..  1 

9.6 


Stillbirths 


• Total . 

Male 

Female 

✓Legitimate  574 

305 

269 

Illegitimate.  .20  • ' 

13 

7 

27 

11 

16 

336 

156 

180 

Total  deaths 
under 

one  year  per 

1,000 

live  births. 

50 

47 


Birth  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  est- 
imated resident 
population  mid-1939-17.2 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(Live  & Still)  births  43 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
Estimated  average  pit n. 9*6 


Deaths 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  short  list)  : 

Deaths*  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  & still)  births. 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  0 0 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  causes  3 4»8 

Total  3 4*8 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  l,00Clive  births  ...  ...  ...  47*0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  46 » 9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ..  50. 


Deaths  from  cancer  (All  ages) 53 

M M Measles  (All  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

' ’ * § ' ’ 

" M Whooping  Cough  (All  ages.)  . . . . . . ...  . . 0 

" " Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years  of  age)  .2 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA . 


1 (1)  Public  Health 'Off icers  of  the  Authority. 

(See  beginning  of  Report.) 

(11)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  following  examinations  from  your  area  were  carried  out  at  the 


laboratory  run  by  the'  County  Council-: 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

145 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  *.. 

■-  ’ • * • 

• • • 

• • P 

• • • 

252 

Blood  for  Wasserman  • ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Films  for  Gonococci  ... 

• • • 

\ 

• » • 

• • • 

• « • 

4 

Urine,  General  and  Bacteriological  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• ft 

43 

Urine  for  T.B.  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

42 

Milk  examination  Bacteriological  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

k , • t 

• • • 

176 

Milk  examination  for  Fat  Content  ... 

• ft 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Differential  blood  counts  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Sewage  and  Water  Analyses  

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

17 

Miscellaneous  ... 

• • » 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  • ■»  . 

♦ • • 

• • • 

• • • 

683 

PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  & OTHER  DISEASES 


Apart  from  a minor  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  a case  of  Paratyphoid 
B.  the  origin  of  which  could  not  be  traced,  nothing  of  interest  occurred 
in  1939. 


Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1939. 


Disease. 

Total 
■ cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
hospital . 

Total  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

98 

. • ‘89 

• 0 

Diphtheria 

: 77 

85 

4 

Pneumonia 

37 

16 

14 

Erysipelas 

15 

4 

0 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

4 

0 

Paratyphoid  B 

1 

. 1 • 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

.....  1 • 

1 ; 

0 

Encephalitis  LEthargica 

1 

1 

1 

Measles  ‘ 

15 

0 

. . ...  -1 

Who oping  Cough 

26 

0 

•,  0 



) 

i ; 

Scarlet  Fever. 
Diphth.  - 
Pneumonia. 
Erysipelas 

C . S * M a 

Puerperal  P. 
Paratyph.  B. 
Ant.  Polio. 
Enceph.  Leth. 


i Age  Groups . ; 

Under  •.  • ; \ 65 

1*  1-2  .2-3  3*4  4-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45-65  & 

l 1 over 

* > • ....  . • j * . 

\ \ • ...  - 

- ; 3 • 4 i;  5 48  17  - 4 . ....  5 : 5 - - 

• - !s  2 i 2 - 5 31  22  ; 10  4 . 1 - 

2 \ 1 i- - - 2 1 4 3 6 - 6 7 3 3 

*-  •••  •-  - - 1 "-  - 1 2 65 


The  distribution  of  these  diseases  in  the  area  was  as  follows  : 


Hinckley. 

Barwell . 

Shilton. 

Burbage . 

Stoke  Golding. 

Scarlet  F. 

38 

15 

16 

28 

3 

Diphth. 

. 24 

16 

3 

31 

3 

Pneumonia. 

20 

3 

2 

10 

2 

Erysipelas 

8 

1 

3 

1 

2 

C.S.M. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  P. 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  B. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ant.  Polio. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- ‘ 

Enceph  Leth. 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS . ; 


-'No" act ion  has  been  taken  under  the  Public* Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under ; Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health:  Act,  1925. 

i ‘ • »* ‘ • ••'  • 

. • ♦ \ 

\ \ 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1939  : \ 

' ft  ' \ 

\ • # 

t • 


Age 

l 

New  Cases. 

1 

Deaths. 

Periods . 

Pulmonary 

No  n- pulmonary . 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmo  nary . 

Vi 

. •.  M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

P 

. M 

F 

0 

" V 

1 

1 . ; ... 

:.  ■ —2  ■ • 

1 

5 

2 

3 , 

1 

15 

5 

4 

1 

3 

1 • 

2 

1 

. 25 

5 

3 

r 

2 

2 

35- 

- 7 

2 

2 

2 

45 

2 

2 

2 

- 

1*  ‘ 

55 

2 

1 

1 

65  & 
upwards 

Totals 

21 

11 

5 

9- 

'8 

7 

3 • * 

1 

As  regards  the  46-  new  cases,  22  occuiisd  in  Hinckley ; 8 in  Barwell, 
10,  in  Shilton,  5,  In  Burbage  and  1 in  Stoke  Golding; 

.. I remain  yourobedlent  servant, 

O 3 O'  h-o  , 

I Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

> ; 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


the  Hinckley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my 
twelfth  Annual  Report  upon  the  administration  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  section  of  the  Health  Department. 

Previously  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  my  own 
report  have  been  presented  jointly.  This  year  the  reports  are 
kept  separate  and  an  individual  preface  given  to  each. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  Council  gave  instructions 
for  the  Clearance  of  the  unfit  houses  in  Barwell  and  Earl  Shilton  to 
be  expedited.  The  plans,  representations  and  orders  were  prepared 
and  ready  for  submittance  to  the  September  meeting  of  the  Council. 
Owing  to  evacuation  and  other  emergency  duties,  the  orders  were  not 
submitted  to  Council  and  subsequently  a memorandum  was  received 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  stating  Public  Inquiries  could  not  be 
held  for  the  purposes  of  the  Housing  Act. 

I wish  to  again  express  my  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  members  of  the  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
members  of  my  Staff  and  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
assistance  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 


Chief  „ tor. 


17th,  May,  1940 


f 


EXAMINATION  OP  WATER  SUPPLIES 


WELL  SUPPLIES.  ‘ I 

Samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  ten  premises j^'nine 
from  wells  and  one  from  a field  pipe  supply,  for  che'mic&l  and 
bacteriological  examination,, 

Eight  of  the  samples  were  unsatisfactory,  either  the  chemical 
content,  the  bacteriological  content  or  both  being  unsatisfactory. 

Two  samples,  one  of-  well  water  and  curiously  enough  one  from  a 
field  pipe  supply  were  reported  as  satisfactory.  The  analyst’s 
report  upon  the  field  pipe  supply  was  qualified  by  ther remarks 
"the  water  should  be  kept  under  observation." 

Fifteen  wells  were  closed,  one  well  was  cleansed,  and  in  fifteen 
instances  water  from  the  town  main  was  substituted  for  a well  supply. 


PIPE  SUPPLIES  ,• 

Pour  samples  of  Snarestone  water  and  seven  samples  of  Thornton  water 
were  analysed  during  the  year.  All  the  samples  were  reported  as  safe 
for  use  for  a public  supply. 


Mr,  J.  S.  Featherston,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  to  whom  I am  indebted 
for  copies  of  the  reports  upon  the  samples  taken  from  the  pipe 
supplies,  submitted  to  the  Council  at  the  beginning  of  1940  a 
comprehensive  report  upon  the  Town's  water  supply. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Brame  Road,  a short  occupation  road  off  Hollycroft  was  sewered  and 
flood  prevention  work  was  performed  in  the  Kirkby  Road  district  of 
Barwell . 

The  sewerage  scheme  for  Stoke  Golding  was  prepared  and  almost  ready 
for  tenders  being  invited  when  the  outbreak  of  war  impeded  further 
progress.  The  scheme  provided  for  the  sewering  of  the  northern 
portion  of  Stoke  Golding  and  the  discontinuation  of  the  disposal 
of  sewage  by  the  broad  irrigation  method,, 

Other  schemes  were  being  considered  to  sewer  properties'  and  abate 
the  continual  nuisance  associated  with  a cesspool  system  of  sewage 
storage  and  disposal^ 

Number  of  cesspools  constructed  during  year  ...  7 

Number  of  cesspools  abolished  during  year  . . . , 2 

Total  number  of  cesspools  in  district  on  31st6  December,  1939  ...  07 

. ' : 


To  give  some  indication  of  the  steady  improvement  in  the  general 
sanitation  of  the  district  and  of  the  gradual  abolition  of  cesspools 
I append  figures  from  the  1930  reports  of  the  former  Hinckley  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  . 

Hinckley  Urban  Cesspools  in  district  j-  141 

Hinckley  Rural  Cesspools  in  district  :-  259  . 

•400 

After  allowing  for  a number  of  cesspools  being  situate  in  parts 
of  the  former  Rural  District  not  taken  over  there  still  remains 
considerable  evidence  of  improvement. 

SANITARY  ACCOMODATION. 

Two  privy  middens  and  three  pail-closets  were  abolished  and  water- 
closets  provided  for  the  dwelling-houses. 

One  privy  midden  was  converted  to  a pail-closet. 

. The  position  regarding  sanitary  accommodation  on  the  31st.  December 
was  : - 


Privies  - 13 
Pail-closets  - 243 
Water-closets  - 8067 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

During  the  year  the  cleansing  services  were  extended  to  certain  • 
properties  at  Smockington  and  Burbage.  The  disposal  of  refuse 
at  the  Earl  Shilton  tip  was  improved  and  brought  more  into  line  with 
the  biological  method  of  disposal. 

The  Hinckley  and  Burbage  tips  are  conducted  on  the  biological 
method  of  disposal.  One  complaint  was  received  concerning  the  • 

Hinckley  tip  which  was  abated  by  a re-arrangement  of  the  tipping 
area^ for  a short  period. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  by  horse  drawn  and  mechanical  vehicles. 

During  the  year  211  sanitary  bins  were  provided  following  informal 
intimations* 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  by  the  Council  regarding  the  specifying  of  a definite 
type  of  sanitary  bin  for  use  in  the  district.  Whereas  formerly 
the  majority  of  the  bins  in  use  were  of  the  Leicester  D type 
the  bins  now  in  use  are  of  widely  differing  types. 


• • « 


2- 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  AREA 


"To  tal  :rraigthe-r...  .af  compl  ai  nt  s received  : - 

.'Total-  nun^eri  of  defects  or  'nuisances  discovered  : - 

Nature  of  inspections 


105 

500 


Inspections . Revisits . 


5 i . 

Dwelling-houses  (All.  purposes.) 

1 

529 

'9  05 

Water  Supply-, ; 

4$  •:  ‘TV 

‘ 176 

Drainage  Wo^k, 

24 

55 

Sanitary  Accommodation.' 

r 

12 

21 

Tents , Vahs£'~Shedsy  etc . 

|8. 

13 

Factories  Act0 

■ — 

.14 

24 

Smoke  abatement. 

59 

77 

Food  Premises'. ' " 

27 

56 

Slaughter-houses . 

' - . 

26 

51 

Dairies  and  Gov; sheds  , 

110 

374 

Markets , 

51 

- 

Shops . * 

192 

45 

Premises  for  Meat  & Other  Foods 

Inspections . 

2089 

- 

Bakehouses  e 

28 

18 

Milk  Sampling.  • 

: 

' 4 / 98 

- 

Water  Sampling, 

12 ; . 

- 

Infectious  Diseases. 

229  • 

10 

Miscellaneous  Duties. 

135 -t. 

15 

* ..  . 7.  ‘ Total 

3688 

1840 

Grand  Total  5528. 


NOTICES 


PRELIMINARY, 


Housing.  Other. 


Outstanding  on  1st.  January. 

1 

40 

issued  during  year. 

. Jo  80 

654 

Complied  with,  during  year. 

40 

529 

S t a t ut o ry ' Action  necessary. 

. ■;  10 

17 

Outstanding  31st.  December, 

■ ; . 4i 

165 

STATUTORY. 

. • ...  . , 

Housing. 

Other. 

Outstanding  on  1st.  January, 

17 

1 

Issued  during  year. 

10 

17 

Complied  with  during  year. 

25 

17 

Outstanding  31st,  December. 

2 

li 

SUMMARY  ACTION,’ 

Number ‘of . summonses  issued  2, 

Number  of  convictions  obtained:-  2. 

Further  particulars,  of  these  proceedings  are  given  under  the 
headings  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  and  Meat  and  Food 

'•  , Seizures. 


SHOPS 


ACTION  TAKEN. 


Outstanding  from 

previous  year. 

Defects 

found. 

Defects 

remedied. 

Outstanding 

31st.  December. 

Sanitary 
convenhnc  es 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Temperature . 

20 

1 

19 

2 

Ventilation. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Washing 
Facilities , 

4 

4 

- 

192  initial  inspections  and  45  return  inspections  were  made  relating 
to  the  various  provisions  of  the  Shops  Actsi 

During  the  year  2 certificates . of  exemption  from  the  provisions  of 
Section  10  (2);  were  granted  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  and 
2 certificates  under  Section  10  (4)  relating  to  washing  facilities 
were  also  grantedo 

A number,  of  butchers  shops  where  facilities  had  not  been  provided 
at  the  close  of  1938  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  a reasonable 
temperature  have  now  been  fitted  up  with  small  gas  radiators. 

Where  minor  contraventions  i»e,  defaced  or  torn  notices  etc,  were 
discovered,  the  shopkeepers  attention  was  drawn  to  them, 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS,, 

Following  the  service  of  statutory  notice  one  van  ceased  to  be 
used  as  a dwelling-house.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  statutory 
notice  was  served  upon  the  .occupier  and  owner  of  a farm  hovel  whi^-ch 
was  being  used  as  a dwelling-house. 

Three  Vans  and  four  tents  were  moved  from  three  sites  following 
informal  notices  and  visits.  In  one  instance  the  occupier  of  the 
site  had  to  have  his  attention  drawn  to  its  untidy  condition  on 
three  occasions  before  it  was  satisfactorily  cleansed* 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

136  observations  and  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  compared 
with  113  during  1938, 

These  observations  were  taken  on  chimneys  used  in  connection  with 
14  premises  and  resulted  in  14  nuisances  being  discovered. 

Twelve  nuisances  were  abated  by  the  following  mentioned  action 

2 by  the  installation  of  automatic  stokers, 

1 by  the  fixing  of  a new  boiler  and  chimney  stack, 

3 by  alterations  and  improvements  to  the  chimney  stacks  and  flues. 

4 by  greater  attention  and  care  in  stoking, 

1 by  the  use  of  an  incinerator  for  burning  transfers  etc, 

1 by  disposing  of  the  waste  paper  by  removal  instead  of  by  burning* 

Two  nuisances  were  unabated  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  one  case 
statutory  notice  was  served  upon  the  owners  to  abate  the  nuisance 
and  the  abatement  of  the  other  nuisance  was  being  dealt  with  by 
the  factory  owners  concerned* 


*•4 


One  nuisance  discovered  in  1938  at  Burbage  was  abated  during 
the  early  part  of  1939  by  the  installation  of  an  automatic 
stoke'r  to  the  boiler 0 

The  time  limit  upon, -which  the  results  of  obs  ervations  are  based 
is  three  minutes  emission  of  black  smoke  per  half  hour.  Any 
emission  of  black  smoke  exceeding  this  period  is  regarded  as  a 
nuisance  and  action  is  then  commenced  with  the  persons  concerned 
to  obtain  the  abatement  of  such  nuisance.  ■ 


SWIMMING  BATES  AND  POOLS , 

(a)  Publicly  Owned, 

There  is  one  covered  bath  owned  by  the  Urban  Council. 

A "Royles”  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  is  in  use,  daily 
examinations  of  the  water  are  made  by  the  Baths  Manager. 

One  sample  of  bath  water  was  submitted  to  the  County  Health 
Laboratory  and  reported  as  J5very  satisfactory." 

(b)  Privately  Owned, 

The  privately  owned  swimming  pool  was.  not  open.  .'for',  use 
during  the  year.  . ‘ * 

HOUSING, 


(1)  INSPECTION  OH  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

{ 1 ) (a)  Total  number  "“of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts} 

(b)  Number 


oi 


inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 


(2)  ( 


3 ) 


(b) 


Number  of  dwelling'  -houses  (included  under  sub- 
head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and-, 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  & 1932 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 


127 

524 


42 

120 


- 2 


- 40 


2.  REMEDY  0E  DEFECTS  DURING  THE 'YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
_____ FORMAL  NOTICES  :-  . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 


or  mei 


Of 


-Pi-'-' 


cers 


- 81  & 
22  in 
hand. 


P.T.O. 


3 . ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING?  THE  YEAR: - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
• .Housing  Act,  1936  s 

. (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
- notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  - Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  - Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  - Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  v -7 

, (2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : - 

. (a)  By  Owners  - 7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  - Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  - 2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  - 6 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 


made  - Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
.rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  - Nil 

4,  HOUSING  ACT,  1936  - TART  IV  ~ OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings,  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  - 17 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  - 17 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  - 156 

(b)  Number. of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  - 3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  - 8 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  - 93 


(d)  Particulars  of  a ny  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  - Nil 

(e)  When  the  Overcrowding  Survey  was  first  completed  in 
1936  there  were  77  cases  of  ove r crowding  and  21  houses 
which  needed  reviewing  during  the  two  years  1937  - 
1938.  The  progress  made  in  this  direction  has  not 
been  as  a result  of  building  specially  large  houses 

to  uncrowd  the  persons  concerned  but  by  effective 
co-operation  with  the  Housing  Department  and  by 
* efforts  which  have  been  mads  in  the  suitable  exchange 
of  tenancies  etc. 


— o- 


POSITION  OP  OVERCROWDING  AT  END  OP  1939. 


. ...  . . . 

HINCKLEY. 

BARWELL.. 

BURBAGE . 

E. SHILTON. 

S, GOLDING. 

TOTAL. 

Council 

Houses . 

8 . 

- 

2 

2 

12 

Privately 
owned- houses . 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Owner-occupied 
houses . 

3 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

3 

Total  - 

11 

- 

- 

3 

3 

17 

The  three  new  cases  of  overcrowding  which  were  found  during  the 
year  were  all  abated  by  the  sub-tenants  vacating  the  overcrowded 
houses.  Statutory  notice  had  to  be  served  in  one  of  these  cases 
to  ensure  the  abatement  of  the  overcrowding, 

UNFIT  HOUSES . 

The  130  houses  referred  to  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  93  in 
Earl  Shilton  and  37  in  Barwell  were  included  in  proposed  Orders 
which  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council  for  the  necessary 
resolutions  to  be  passed  in  September,:  In  the  general  upheaval 
these  were  not  dealt  with  and  action  will  presumably  now  have 
to  wait  until  the  post-war  period. 

Following  the -survey  of  the  outer  wards  in  1937  - 38  the  only 
progress  made  has  been  in  Stoke  Golding  where  40  houses  have 
been  dealt  with  by  Clearance  or  Individual  Order  procedure. 

There  are  also  a number  of  houses  in  the  central  wards  which  are 
unfit  and  in  my  opinion  can  only  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by 
Clearance  procedure  under  Part  III  of  the  Act,  The  dealing  with 
the  unfit  houses  should,  I submit,  by  one  of  the  first  post-war 
duties.  The  Housing  and  Health  Committee  have  decided  the 
scheduled  houses  in  the  interim  period  shall  be  kept  reasonably 
weatherproof,  free’  from  nuisance  and  generally  as  well  as  possible 
without  calling  upon  the  owners  to  spend  any  undue  amount  of  money 
upon  them, 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES. 



Demolition  Orders  were  made  for  the  following  two  houses  :- 
Nos,  8 & 10,  Mansion  Street,  Hinckley. 

DEMOLITION  OF  UNFIT  PROPERTIES. 

45  dwelling-houses  in  Clearance  Areas  were  demolished  and  128 
persons  displaced. 

4 individual  unfit  houses  were  demolished  and  7 persons  displaced. 

REPAIRS  AND  RECONDITIONING. 

42  recorded  inspections  were  made, 

10  houses  were  repaired  or  reconditioned,  seven  of  these  houses 
were  extensively  reconditioned,  separate  sanitary  accommodation, 
food  stores,  yard  paving  etc,  being  completed. 

30  houses  were  being  repaired,  although  the  necessary  works  were 
not  complete  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

14  houses  were  inspected  by  the  Inspection  Sub-Committee  who  agreed 
schedules  of  work  be  served  upon  the  owners  to  make  the  houses  fit” 
The  works  at  these  houses  had  not  been  commenced  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Smaller  items  of  repair  were  completed  at  63  houses. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply, 


Cowkeepers  j No.  on  register  - 80 

No a of  inspections  - 412 

'Dairymen  or  'Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  cowkeepers)  : 

Noo  on  register  - . 127- 

No  . *of  inspections  - - 72 : 


Contraventions « 


Outstanding 
from  previous 
year  „ 

Found 

during 

year 

Remedied 
during  1 
year.  . 

Outstanding  on 
December  31st. 

Cleansing 

4 

63 

49 

18 

Structural 
alterations . 

n 

54 

50 

: 15  "•  ‘ 

Utensils . 

2 

8 

5 

' ' 5 • " 

Other. 

2 

40 

30 

12 

Total 

: 19 

165 

134 

50 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  to  the  dairy  farms  and  dairies 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  I have  to  report  progress  is  still  being 
maintained  in  bringing  all  dairy  premises  into  full  conformity 


with  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

During  the  year  the  following  improvements 

Order,  1926. 

were  made  : - 

Completed  In 

Hand 

Water  supply  provided 

- 

3 

1 

Drainage  works  reconstructed  or  new  provided 

- 

11 

4 

Lighting  of  cowsheds  improved 

- 

6 

2 

Ventilation  of  cowsheds  improved 

- 

? 

3 

New  dairies  constructed 

- 

5 

3 

Alterations  to  dairies 

- 

3 *•  A 

1 

New  cowshed  floors  constructed 

5 

1 

Approaches  to  cowsheds  improved 

Dairies. 

4 

1 

There  are  16  registered  dairies  in  the  district. 

One  large  new  dairy  is  being  built  to  replace  an  existing 
dairy  which  is  inadequate. 
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Milk  Samples 3 


The  samples  taken  and  the  analyst’s  report  upon  the  same 
were  as  follows  : - 


. 

No.  of  Samples,  j 

• •;  ■ ' 

' Sat'lsJ 

M.B. 

factory. 

B.Coli. 

Unsati 
' M.B. 

s facto  ry.- 
B.0oli. 

Tuberculin  tested 

milk-. 

8 

8 

8 

Pasteurised  milk. 

8 j; 

8 

_ 8 

( 

Accredited  milk. 

2 

• ....  . 

2 

2 

Ordinary  milk. 

73 

74 

72 

5 

.7 

Total  ; 

97 

92 

90 

5 

7 

The  w-hole  of  the  pasteurised  milk  samples  were  well  within 
the  standard  of  100, COO  bacteria  per  mililitre. 

Two  informal  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  chemical 
examination  and  both  were  reported  as genuine. 

Further  samples  were  taken  from  producers  of  unsatisfactory 
samples o In  one  case  the  general  assistance  which  was  given 
was  largely  influential  in-rpnie dying  the  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  and  subsequently  influencing  the  producer  to  get  on  the 
roll  of  Accredited  milk  producers o Where  the  producers  of 
unsatisfactory  samples  are  situated  in  adjoining  districts  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  district  concerned  is  notified  of  the  •' 
results . 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1956  & 1938. 

The  following  licences  were  granted 

One  to  bottle  and  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Four  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  (One  supplementary.) 

One  to  pasteurise  milk. 

Two  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk.  (One  supplementary.) 

Nine  to  retail  Accredited  milk. 

Early  in  the  year  the  persons  holding  the  licence  to  bottle 
and  retail  Tuberculin  Tested,  milk  were  found  to  be  not  complying 
with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  licence  as  set  out  in  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)*  Order,  1936  & 1938. 

Ultimately  notice  was  served  upon  the  licence  holder  to  appear 
before  the  Committee  to  show  cause  why  the  licence  should  not  be 
cancelled.  • ■ 

Following  this  meeting  a strong  warning  was-- given  to  the  licence 
holder,  she  was  informed  any  further  contraventions  would  have  to 
be  dealt  with  uhder  the  Order  and  that  the  fee  should  be  paid 
without  delay.  The  fee  was-  not  paid  and  the  licence  was  withdrawn. 
The  persons  still  carried  on  bottling  ordinary  milk  and  selling  and 
designating  it  as  Tuberculin 'Tested  milk.  Proceedings  were  taken 
against  the  registered  dairyman,  her  husband  and  one  assistant  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Milk  Act,  1951  and  Milk  (Special  Designation^ 
Orders,  1936  & 1938  which  resulted  in  convictions  being  recorded 
on  al.l  four  counts  and  fines  totalling  £5-10-0  being  imposed. 

The-  attention,  of  one  retailer  was  drawn  to  the  use  of  a misleading 
designation  on  the  milk  vehicle  and  informed  her,  her  licence  would 
not  be  renewed  if  the  offending  designation  was  not  satisfactorily 

obliterated. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS. 


The  high  standard  of  meat  inspection  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year  excepting  for  the  fortnight  at  the  beginning  of  September 
when  evacuation  duties  etc.  seriously  interferred  with  normal 
routine.  Ante-mortem  inspections  were  made  in  addition  to  post- 
mortem examinations. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


, 

Cattle 

excluding 
Cows . 

Cows . 

Calves . 

Sheep  & 

lambs . 

Pigs. 

Total . 

Number  killed  (estimated) 

1387 

86 

95 

6334 

3621 

11523 

Number  inspected. 

1321 

84 

87 

5395 

3292 

10179 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis . 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

1 

- 

~ 

- 

8 

Total 
weight 
in  lbs. 
1649 

Carcases  -of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

243 

20 

1 

35 

69 

2441 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis ♦ 

18-47$ 

23-8]$ 

1-15$ 

-64$ 

2-33$ 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1406 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

154 

16 

3 

- 

202 

5544 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis . 

11-80$ 

19.05$- 

3-44$ 

- 

6-19$ 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned,  surrendered  and  destroyed 
was  4 tons,  18  cwts  and  48  lbs.  compared  with  4 tons,  19  cwts, 
18  lbs  in  1938. 


Included  in  this  weight  were  the  following  carcases 


One  heifer. 
One  heifer. 
One  pig, 

One  pig. 


Weight 

Weight 

Weight 

Weight 


550  lbs. 
650  lbs. 
100  lbs. 
106  lbs. 


Generalised  Tuberculosis. 


Total  weight  1406 __lb s . 


One  bullock, 
One  pig,. 

Six  pigs, 

One  pig, 


weight  840  lbs . 
weight  75  lbs. 
weight  674  lbs. 
weight  60  lbs. 


Strangulation. 
Leucocythaemia. 
Swine  Erysipelas. 
Dropsy. 


Total  Weight  : - 1649  lbs0 
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Pour  tinned  hams,  weight  68  lbs -were  surrendered  as  unsound. 
Meat  and  Food  Seizures, 

The  following  mentioned  meat  and  food  was  seized  :- 


,Distomatosis 
i>is  tomato  sis 
Unwholesome . 


Part  of  one  beast  liver 
One  beast  liver 
One  tray -of  faggots 


In  all  cases  this  food  was  exposed  or  deposited  for  sale. 

Following  the  seizure  of  the  part  of  one  beast  liver  and  the 
tray  of  faggots,  two  summonses  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924  and  one  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 
were  taken  against  the  butcher  concerned.  Convictions  were 
obtained  on  all  counts  and  fines  totalling  £15  were  imposed. 

The  whole  beast  liver  was  seized  from  a meat  stall.. In  view  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  the  butcher  was  warned  of  the 
serious  consequences  which  would  follow  any  further  contravention 
The  Clerk  to  the  Council  ,also  communicated  a report  upon  the  case 
to  the  Authority  in  whose  area  the  slaughtering  of  the  animal 
concerned  had  taken  place. 

Slaughter-houses  0 

The  occupiers  of  the  existing  five  registered  slaughter-houses 
and  twelve  licensed  slaughter-houses  all  applied  for  a licence 
under  the  Food  a nd  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Before  dealing  with  the  applications  it  was  decided  the  Inspection 
Sub-Committee  should  inspect  the  whole  of  the  slaughter-houses 
in  the  district. 

After  'this  inspection  the  members  of  the  Sub-Committee  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  provision  of  a Public  Abattoir  was  necessary. 
Previously  the  Housing  and  Health  Committee  when  discussing  the 
abattoir  question  were  informed,  in  general,  the  butchers  would 
not  look  favourably  towards  the  provision  of  one.  Both  the 
Inspection  Sub-Committee  and  myself  were  agreeably  surprised 
when  the  manager  of  one  large  butchery  business  and  one  butcher 
expressed  the  need  for  an  abattoir  and  the  hope  that  the  Council 
would  proceed  with  a scheme  in  the  very  near  future.  Since  this 
time,  in  view  of  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  centralised  slaughtering 
scheme  and  the  fact  that  slaughtering  for  this  district  now  takes 
place  in  Leicester  the  general  expression  of  opinion  amongst  the 
trade  and  the  public  is  that  an  abattoir  is  essential-.  In  view 
of  the  changed  circumstances,  e0g.  the  slaughter-houses  not  being 
used  except  on  very  rare  occasions,  the  Housing  and  Health 
Committee  decided  to  licence  the  seventeen  slaughter-houses  for 
a period  of  twelve  months,  subject  to  the  occupiers  agreeing  to 
the  licence  being  without  prejudice  to  the  provisions  of  Section 
57  of  the  Act.  In  all  cases  the  applicants  agreed  to  this 
condition.- 

Food  Premises,  Stores  and  Vans  etc. 

$9  inspections  were  made  of  the  various  food  premises  during  the 
year.  The  occupiers  of  two  food  rooms  had  their  attention  drawn 
on  more  than  one  occasion  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
their  premises.  In  one  instance  the  conditions  were  improved 
and  maintained,  in  the  other  the  premises  were  improved  and  then 
allowed  to  become  unsatisfactory  again.  The  Housing  and  Health 
Committee  gave  this  occupier  final  warning  relating  to  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  his  premises. 

Market  Inspection. 

The  food  exposed  for  sale  in  the  open  weekly  market  is-, 
regularly  Inspected  51  inspections  being  made  for  this  purpose. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  A CT , 1958, 

This  Act  commenced  to  operate  on  1st,  October,  1939, 

By  circular  Letters , exhibition  of  posters  and  press  advertisement 
the  more  important  provisions  of  the  Act  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  persons  concerned,  ' Unfortunately  the  first  blow  to  the 
attempts  to  .enable  the  traders  and  public  to  become  aware  of  the 
provisions  of.  the  Act  was  "struck  by  the  happenings  in  September. 

To  obtain  uniformity- in  the  administration  of  the  provisions  of 
Sections  13  and  14  relating  to  food  rooms  and  the  registration  of 
such  rooms  a "standard  for  guidance  when  considering  applications 
for  registration  under  the  Act"  was  prepared.  The  standard  was 
based  on  the  provisions  of  Section  13.  After  preparation' each- 
member  of  the  Housing  and  Health  Committee  had  a copy  in  his  Li 
possession  almost  one  month  before  the  Committee  discussed  it. 

With  one  slight  amendment  the  standard  was  a dopted  by  the  Committee 
The  standard. is  not  an  elaborate  one,  what  it  requires,  as  in  fact 
what  the  Act  requires  is  that  the  whole  of  the  premises  used  -for 
the  preparation,  storage  or  sale  of  food  shall  be  brought  to  the 
existing  standard  of  the  better  type  of  premises  already  in  use. 
Certain  premises  in  the  district  comply  with  the  Act  without  any 
expenditure  or  alteration  being  made. 

Adulteration, 


The  County  Council  administer  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  the 
Regulations  made  thereunder  relating  to  the  adulteration  of  food. 

Chemical  a nd  Bacteriological  E mination  of  Food. 

The  only  samples  of  food  submitted  to  examinations  of  this 
character  was  milk.  ■ The  reports  concerning  these  samples  are 
set  out  on  page  9 under  the  heading  "Milk  Samples."  ■'  -v" 

FACTORIES  ACT,'  1957,  ■ 

Bakehouses., 

46  inspections  were  paid  during  the  year  to  the  21  bakehouses 
in  the  district. 

One  bakehouse,  was  closed  during  the  year  following  the  removal 
of  the  occupier.  ...... 

10  contraventions  mostly  relating  to  cleansing  and  limewashing 
were  discovered,  6 of  these  being  remedied  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  Seven  contraventions  were  remedied  following  inspections 
made  in  1938. 

FACTORIES . 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises . 

i 

Inspections . 

lumber  of  - 
Written  Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Cl) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  with  Mechanical 
power  ...  ...  ... 

78 

6 

Nil. 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power  ... 

4 

1 

Nil. 

Other  premises  under  the 

Act ...  ...  ...  .. 

- 

Total- 

82 

7 

Nil. 
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2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars . 

(1) 

Number 
Found . 

(2) 

of  Defects 
Remedied. 

(3) 

Want  of  cleanliness. 

13 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Insufficient . 

6 

4 

Unsuitable  or  defective. 

2 

2 

Not  separate  for  sexes. 

— 

_ 

Other  Offences. 

2 

2 

Total 

23 

16 

In  no  instances  was  it  necessary  to  refer  to  H.M. Inspector 
any  defects  and  no  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the 
year. 

The  Factories  Act,  1937  (Section  8)  now  places  the  administration 
of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938  and  the  provisions 
of  Part  I of  the  Act  relating  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding, 
temperature,  ventilation  and  drainage  in  non-mechanical  factories 
upon  the  Urban  District  Council. 

NEW  LEGISLATION. 

The  following  Acts,  Orders  or  Regulations  came  into  force  during 
the  year  : - 

The  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938. 

The  Shops  Regulations,  1939, 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  which  consolidates  and  extends 
legislation  relating  to  the  registration  and  control  of  food 
premises,  the  investigation  etc.  of  cases  of  Food  Poisoning, 
the  adulteration  of  food  etc.  etc. 

The  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations,  1939  which  make 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  compulsorily  notifiable  as  Infectious 
Diseases . 
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